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HABS No. KANS-17

»‘ : HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
' ' ' - HAES
HKas &
MOSES GRINTER HOUSE 05 Mupsc

1420 South Seveniy-eighth Street
Muncie, Delsware Tovmship, Wysndotte County
Kansasg

f—-

Present Ovner: Mr, and Mrs, Harry lanson, 1420 South Scveomiy-eishth
J 2 W o
Street, Muncie, Kenses.
’ >

Pregent Dcewnant: QOwner.

Present Use: Restaurant and residence,

Brief Statement of Significance: This house, at the site of o Govern-
menl ferry, dates from Territorial times and incorvporates Ilnierest-
ing architectural detaiis ard 2 plan said to be based on o
Kentreky design.

PART I, UISTORICATL, TWFORMATION

A, Physical History

' ' 1. Original and subsgegueni owners:
Moses and Amnnie Grinter
llenry end Martha (Grinter) Kirby ond children
Harry and Bernice Hanson (purchase, 1950)

2. Date of erection: OQOclober, 1857
(Xonsas Stete Historiecal Soclety, The Kansas Historicsl
Quarterly, Summer 1957, Vol. XXIII, No. 2, i
Survey of Historic Sites and Structurcs in Kansas,
n.a,, p. 178)

3. Zxehitect, builder, suppliers etc.:

The gTaﬁdChJLd“Gﬁ steted thatl Moses Grimier desicned the
house himself, The degign wes said o have derived from
that of & Keabucky house in which Grinter had lived,
Moses Grinter znd Delaware Indians mede the brick in &
kiln on the prenliges, They cut beams and Joists of
hlack walnut from a nesrby forest, Gome of the struc-
tural wooden members were of cottommwod, clsc from the
nesrby forest. Pine, which was gaid o hwve come Trom
Montanz was logged down the river ioc Leavemrorth, where
it was milled and then hayled to the building =zite by
ox_tezm. The pine wes used for trim bhecruse valnut was
congidered too common, Cerpenters came from St. Louls
via the Missouri River to Westport. They worked for
two years on the bulldlng, (per Mrs, Herry Hanson in an
interview, June 20, 1958)
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4. Original plaas, congtruction ete.: ' R KANS
No original drawings have been located, - - & -Mun.

’ -

5. Notes on &iterations and additions: None,
6. Imporitant old views and references: No old views were located.

Historieal BEvents Connected with the Structure: _
¥Moses CGrinter arrived ai Cantomment Leavenworih in 1828,
where he served in the regular army, He wag sent by
Col. Leavenworth to estevlish a ferry across the Kansas
(Kow) River in 1831, This was the first Kansas River
ferry and was known as Grinter's Ferry, Militery Ferry,
Secundine and Delaware Agency Crossing. He operstoed a
trading post at the ferry landing snd buili & log cabin
where he and his Delaware Indian wife lived. After =
fiood he built the present brick house in 1857. This
house lg said to be the oldest now standing in Wyandoite
County. (per Mrs. Bernice Hanson, present owmer, June 23,

There may be documeniary references bo the Govermment ferry
gte, in the National Archives, Washingion, D. C.  References
to Moses Grinter might also be locsted in the records of
the Bureeau of Indian Affuirs, U. S. Deplt. of the Interior,

Prep&red'byi%ﬁ3fzzaf%é,ﬁﬁﬁg- date_7/=58

This building represents one of the hetter Territorial
dwellings and has been preserved with {few changes., I
is well bullt end Is embellished with decorative trim
and an elaborate porch (probably a later addition).

2. Condition of Fabric: The building is in good condition
structurally and otherwise and is being well maintained,

B.
1958 in an dnterview)
C. lLikely Sources Hot Yei Investigated:
Washington, D. C.
ARE IT.  AHCHITECTYRAL INFORMATION
L. General Statemend
1. Architsctural Character:
B.

Technical Descripiion of Exterior

1. Foundations: the foundasiions are of native Llimestone and
are seven feet deep and twenty-four inches thick,

2. Wall construction: Bricks burned on the zite and 1aid in
common bond form the walls., The exterior walls are
twenty-four inches thick on Lthe first [loor and sixteen
inchega thick on the second,
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. . . e
';3; Porches, StO@D», bulkhesds ete.: The interior walls are ;ﬂi&gﬁ
.. eighteen inches thick on the first floor and fourteen 10514 e
inches . thiek on the second. On the south, covering the "7
middle third of ithe house, a two-sbory wooden porch, T
embellished with dentils, brackeis and decorated posts,
rung up to & pediment. On the north & one-story wooden
‘porch Tuns along the entire building and comnects with
the kitehen "ell® to form & "dog run."

4. Chimneys: Brick chimneys are built into the end walls.
5.:'Opening3

a. Doorways and doors: Doors (pzneiled) and trim ore
original pine painted white. Pegged construction was

veed, The front door hss side lights and {transoms.

b. Windows and shutters: The sash windows are original
four paned, pegged wood with some original glass. The
lintels. and siils are of walnut,

&. Roof

a, Shape, covering: The siructural frame is composed of
walnut timbers pegged together. The roof ig a standard
vitched gable design covered with a composition cover-
ing {e. 1938).

b. Cornice, eaves: Weooden construction using simple moldings.
¢. Dormers: None.
C. Technical Degeripiion of Interiors

1. Fioor Plans;
This is a ceniral nall plan. Two rooms on the first
floor and itwo rcoms on vhe second floor. The house has
been converted into a restaurant by the nresent owners.
The kitchen has been modernized bul the firegiace has
been preserved. The “dog run' (area brtween the kitchen
"ell" and the melin body of the house) hoég been closed
of £ and temporary partitions mark off rest rooms and
storage areas hnere. An unobtrusive espartment has been
edded under the house con the west slde o serve 88 2
reaidence for the present owners. {per Mrs. Harry
Hanson in an Interview, June 20, 1958)

2, Stelrwaye:
The hall stsirwsy hes an unusuval newel post; original
reil is in walnui, but scme ballusbers have been replaced.

3. Flooring: Pine floors, pertly originel, nailed through boards.
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and ceiling {inigh: HA‘E?'
Eand aplit laths (probebly cottonwood) covered with }%AMER
plaster. WVodern walipaper has recently been applied, ‘O%-Mupd

Doorways and doors:

Original hand-carved pine pegged fr.mes W“bﬂ hand~
made trim. The four panel doors ri
are original,

T
W

Trim: Pine was used for the trim with & simple molding,

Hardware: Most of the hardware geems to be replacements.

g The origing’ lighting is gone, There are modern
electric fixiures (some in old chandeliers).

Heeting: Fireplaces sre in all of the main rooms and kitchen,

Modern rediaiors.

Prepared by M%_dﬁteﬂ&m

OIHER THFCRAATION
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Genercl setting and orientetio

The front of the bud ldlpg ches 3.4, towerds ithe Xanses
(Kaw) Biver, which ‘g sbout three hundred ysrds away.
The house sits on 2 small hill of genile s]ope.

Ernclosures:; Hone.

Cuitbulidings:

Walks, driveways

Mo original ouvbuildings are 'eft. There is a modern
barn about one hundred yards to the west of the house.

v

A few flat st lead from She varking ict on the
north west to rear door. A drivaway of gravel

ieads to the pariting Lot on the west gide,
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The lawn is well lept and thcre arec a few ireeg on the
site. & parking lot of gravel has been placed on the
north west {(resr) side of the house.

Prepared by, r)r) Yo ﬁ:s wgen dste 7/52
L
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INTRODUCTION

The writer and his family purchased Grinter Place in April, 1930,
from the granddaughters of Moscs Grinter. It has since been operated
by the family as a restaurant.  Recenrly the restaurant was moved o
anocher building on the premises, and the house upened as = museum,
This arrangement has been the means of support and restoration, and
has made it possible to keep the hpuse open, and o share its historical
intercst with the public.

During our thirteen years of operation here, hundreds of interesting
people from every state and from many foreign countries have come to
dine and visit.  We have been much impressed by rhe enthusiasm shown
by these folks, and by theitr inquiries regarding the hiscorical background
of the old house, the site, and of the man (Moses Grinter) who boilr it,

With chis interest in mind, we are plessed to presene this bookler wich
the hope that it will conrribuze pleasure and historical knowledge for all
who are interested in "Old Grincer Place,” one of rhe oldest historic
treasures in the state of Kansas.

This booklet s u condensation of historic informartion pertaining to
this early sertlemen: on the banks of rhe Kansas river here, 1n whar is
now the village of Muncie, Wyandotre County, Kansas.

It is the result of several years of research, and represents the first
known artempr o bring rogether all available sources in a history of “Oid
Grinter Place,” and thirs immnediate vicinity.,

Moses Grinter was the first white man to settle permanently in whar
is now Wryandotte County, Kansas, antedaring some fifreen years the
next appearance of white immigranes seeking a place w live. In his
first fifreen years in the "wilderncss,” the only whire persons Grinter
saw were explorers, traders and soldiers.

Iz is intended here ro assemble and record by sequence this very in.
teresting and long forgotten srory—a reminder of our heritage, a settle-
ment most worthy of historic recognition and a tribute to the courage of
Moses Grinter.

Old Grinter House is now operated as a museum, Artifacts and
furniture have been added in an efforr to preserve the traces of the pasy,
and to restore the house ro its original appearance, depicting Grinrer's
residence here during the 18507,

Harry and Bernice Hanson.
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SUMMARY OF HISTORIC INTEREST AT THIS SITE

1831 FIRST PERMANENT WHITE SETTLER IN WHAT IS
NOW WYANDOTTE COUNTY, KANSAS
(One of the first permanent white settlers in Kansas)

1831.. FIRST FERRY OPERATED ON THE KANSAS RIVER
1833 FIRST GRIST AND SAWMILL IN OPERATION IN KANMNSAS
1850 . . L FIRST POST OFFICE IN KANSAS

{Other than on military posts)
1855 . ... DELAWARE INDIAN TRADING POST

1857.. . OLDEST HOUSE NOW STANDING IN WYANDOTTE
COUNTY, KANSAS

{One of the oldest houses in Kansas, standing as it was
erected, on its original site, and without alterations.)
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OLD GRINTER HOUSE
(Down by the Riverside)

Airplane view in 1956 looking southeast showing the Kansas river,
Kansas Stare Highway No. 32 (Kaw Drive) and Union Pacific R.R.
tracks. lntersecting road leading to the house is 78th Street.  The sites
of the Ferry, the Post Office and the Delaware Indian Trading Post are
included in this photograph. Locarion of the grist and sawmill was
three-fourrhs mile down stream on Mill Creek. On the hill facing the
river is Old Grinter House. There is a fine view of the river from every
room in the house. 'The old Kansas Pacific RR. tracks were located
across the frone yard about midway between the house and the river.



Plaque by
Daughrers of the American Revolurion
in memory of
MOSES GRINTER
contributing chaptets
Capt. Jesse Leavenworth

Misston Hills Wyandotte James Ross
Shawnee Petty Washington Polly Ogden
Tomahawk Topeka Jobn Haupt

OLD GRINTER CHAPEL

One quarter mule north of Grinter House
Founded by Maoses Grinter
(Grinter family cemetery )
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1825

When the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock it is estimated there
were 200 Indian cribes io whar is now the United States. For 250 years
they were gradually pushed west by the frontier, resisting the white
man’s civilization. In 1825 the government determined w solve the In-
dian problem forever by removing all eastern tribes to “"Waste Lands”
west of the Missouri.

Treaties were signed and 28 tribes were assigned ro eastern Kansas.
This settlement here on the Kansas river was the home of the Indian
agent and the center of activities on the old Delaware Reserve. A liccle
east was the Wyandotte country; south were the Shawnees, Otrawas,
Miamis, and Chippewas; norch the Kickapoos and Pottawatomies.

S0 LONG AS THE SUN SHINES AND WATER RUNS DOWN
HILL, THEY WERE ASSURED THIS WQULD BE INDIAN
COUNTRY.

Twenty-five years later, however, fand hungry settlers forced new
creaties whereby the cribes were sold out and removed to present Okla-
homa.

There are now only three small Indian reserves in Kansas.?

1827

This site began to take on historic significance with the establishment
of a government "Milicary Ferry” across the Kansas river here, for the
transportation of woops and supplies. Cantonment Leavenwor:l, located
22 miles o rthe northwest, was escablished in 1827 for the purpose
of preserving peace among the hostile Indians, and to protect waders who,
after Mexican independence from Spain was declared in 1821, were mov-
ing over the Santa Fe Trail in throngs.?

Through breaks in the hills ran trails, long familiar o lodians who
seemed to have the uncanny instinct for selecting the casiest grades and
shortest routes between two points. Improved by milicary authorities,
several of these becane continental thorcughfares, wichout which migra-
tions to the “Gold Diggins” and other remote areas would have been far
more difficult.

One such trail headed northwest froni here over the hills and up on
the prairies. It later became known as the northern end of the "Military
Road” leading from Cantonment Leavenworth to For: Scott, and was
often called the Leavenworth Branch of the Santa Fe Trail, since it in-
tersected the latter in Johnson county, and one fork became a part of the
famous trade route.

1828

On the south bank of the Kansas river, abour six miles by lind west
of the Missouri boundary, within the Shawnce reserve, the Choutean
brothers, in the aurumn, built 2 new American Fur Co. trading house (a
post of some prominence) known as Cyprian Chouteau's establishment,
for the sale and exchange of goods among the Shawnee and Kansas In-

|. Kansos State Historical marker.
2. Kansgs Hislorical Quarterly, Vol. 28, p, 34. (Heregiter cited as KHQ).
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dians. (The site seems to have been a mile or so notth of preseat Turner,
Kansas, Wyandotte county in Sec. 13, T. 1L R.24 E. about three miles
northeast of Grinter Place.) _

An 1830 trading license issued for its opetation referred w0 the posts
location as on the Kanzas river abour 12 miles from the mouth and lacer
it was described as opposite the old half breed establishmenc on the
Kanzas, about 12 miles from the mouth, Frederick Chouteau (in 1880)
was quoted as saying, "in 1828 and 1829 we built some trading houses
(the 1829 post was Frederick’s farther upstream) four ot five miles
(by land) above what was later Wyandotte, on the north side (ie., south
— he must have been misquoted ) of the Kanzas river.” The houses built
in 1828 in the fall were for trading with the Shawnees and Delawares.

An early confirmation that the post was on the south bank can be
found in the January, 1830, annals entry of Prince Paul’s visir there. Also
Isasc McCoy's surveying party stopped there in Augusr, 1830, and as
Prince Paul had done, crossed the Kansas ar chat point to proceed to
Cantonment Leavenworrh,? :

Cyprian Chouteau’s post continued int operation untii the mid 1850
It was here thar John C. Fremont completed preparadions for his explor-
ing trip to the Rocky Mountains in 1842.

1829

Delaware Indians were given land in Kansas, Sept. 24, 1829, Chiel
Anderson’s party had established a settlement in present Wyandotte
county several miles west of the Kaw's mouth. Many more Delawarcs
had arrived by December 3, Agent Cummins wrote on that dace,

Treaties of Auvgust 3, 1829 (with the Delawares of Sandusky river,
Ohio), and of Sept 24, 1829 (with the Missouri Delawares), had imple-
mented che land cessions and the removal of these Indians. The latter
treaty had described the Delaware's reserve and had specified, addicionally,
“an outlet” to western hundng grounds. Also by its terms che govern-
ment agreed to pravide assistance in moving;, farming utensils and tools
and to build houses; a year's provisions aftet removal; a grist and sawmill
{within two years); an annuity increase from 54000 wo 3$5000; and 36
secuions of the relinquished Missouri fands were to be set aside to provide
funds to educate Delaware children,

On September 22, 1831, Chief Anderson wrote the Secretary of War:
"Tinform you that nearly all our nation are on the land that the govern-
ment has laid off for us. We are well pleased with our present situation
The land is good and also the wood and warer, bur the game is very
scarce.”™?

According to Johnston Lykins, a Baprise missionary, this site was also
referred to as Andetson's town on the Kansas river.’

1830

The Delawares began to come to Kansas in 1829, settling mostly in
what is now western Wyandotre and eastern Leavenworth counties. Their
new teservation not only embraced rthe land berween the Missouri river

3. KHQ, Vol. 28, p. 45,
4. KHQ. Vol. 28, p. 177.
5 KHQ. vol. 28, p. 191



and the Kaw, but strerched across Kansas to the buffalo country. They
ariginally came from Ohio and brought with them a knowledge of agri-
culcure, and many habits of industry. They opened farms, built houses
and cut roads along the ridges and divides; erected a frame church at what
is now the village of White Church, The population of the Delaware
wibe when it first seccled in Kansas was azbout 1000, It later was reduced
o 800. This was due 10 contact with wilder tribes who were as hostile to
che share haired Indians as they were to the whites  Still the Delawares
would venture out hunting the buffalo and beaver, to be inevirably over-
come and destroyed. ‘The government finally forbade them from lcaving
the reservation.

The Delaware agency building or home of the lndian agenr and the
place where the government payments to the tribe were made, was buils
in whac is nnw described as the NW L4 of Sec. 16, T.11, Range 24E. It is
about 14 mile sonth and 14 mile east of the present Stony Point Souch
school hownse.  This located it about one mile notth of Geinter House. The
agency building was built of oak logs, hewn and duck billed at the cor-
ners and chinked with stwne between the logs, The main part was ap
proximately 20x30 feer and was divided into two rooms. There was an
eli, approximately 12x15 feer. A fireplace wus built in one end of the
main structure connecting with a stone chimney at the end of the build-
ing.  An outside stairway rested on the chimney and formed an enrrance
to the low lofr under the roof. It was covered with shaved shingles. There
is no record as to when the building was buile. The Delaware activities
sertled in the neighborhood of Grinter's Ferry or Delaware Crossing, as
it was frequently called. The Delawares did not seem to have sertled ar
all at the east end of their reservation, so none of them had to be dispos
sessed when in 1843 chey sold 39 sections between the two rivers to the
Wyandottes.

When the Deluwares moved o Oklzhoma in 1867, and the building
ceased o be used as an agency, it came into the possession of a man
named Aiken, who sided the building and used it as a residence. It was
still standing in 1934, It has since been torn down and a part of the logs
are now the walls of a Iog house built on the farm of Alden Miller, lo-
cared about one mile west of Grinter House. It was probably one of the
oldest structures on Kansas sosl.¢

In November, the Rev, Thomas Johnson and Rev. Alexander McAlister
{ Methodisss from Missouri ), visited the Shawnee Indians and obtained
the permission of Fish's {William Jackson’s) band to begin a mission
among them. [t is said that by December Ist the Rev. Thomas Johnson
{age 28) and his bride Sarah ‘T. Davis Johnson (age 20) were established
ar the chosen site—a wooded biuff, not far from the Chouteau brothers’
Kuansas river American Fur Co, post. By present day description, this
first Shawnee Methodist Mission’s location was three-fourths of a mile
southeast of Turner, Xansas, in Wyandotte County on the NE 14 of the
SW L4, Sec. 24, T 11, R 24 E~

This location is subout three miles east of Grinter Place

6. Harringlon, Histeric $pols ol Wyuandolle Counly, p, 28. {(Hereafter cited as Harring

ton.
7. KHQ. Vol 28, p. 178,



1831

On January 13th, 1831, Richard W.‘Cqmmins ‘(Shawnee Indian
Agent) wrote thar “Mr. Johnson is at this time making arrangements,
and T think shortly after the winter breaks, will have the school in opera-
ﬂoﬁi 1839 che site in present Wyandowe County was abandoned for
snother near the Missonri Jine, in what 1s now Johnson County, where
an enlarged 1ndian Manual Labor school was built—a school which was

in aperation titf 1862.%

THE DELAWARE AGENCY BUILDING

Probably buile in the early thirties, of hewn logs and years later covered
with clapboards, the agency stood one mile north of Grinter Place and
one-fourth mile southeast of present Stony Poinc South school house. It
was still standing in 1934 and was believed to be one of the first struc-
tures built in Kansas territory.

The Delaware Methodist Mission was located near Stony Point South
school site about one mile north of Grinter Place. The Methodist Epis-
copal Church was the first to establish missions among the emigrant
wibes in Kansas, The first mission was established in 183¢), among the
Shawnees, on the south side of the Kansas river near the presen: site of
Turner, Kansas, Very soon afterwards another inission was established
ot the north side of the river, among the Delawares. According to the
Register of Indian Affarrs, published by Isaac McCoy in 1835, this mis-
ston was begun in 1831, Methodist missionaries in the Indian country
at this rim;- were the Johnson btothers, Thomas and William, whose as-
signment for the year 1831 was 10 the Kansas missions.

8. KHQ, Vol. 28, p. 178,
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Some accounts credit the beginning of the Delaware misston to
Thomas, and others 10 William. but both names are carried in the lis:
of “Apostles,” on the memorial window of "White Church,” the church
which grew out of this missionary work and which sands today as the
sole survivor of missionary work among the Delawares”

THE EARLIEST FERRY cstablished on the Kansas river was located
about eight and one half miles west of the Kansas-Missonri boundary.!?

A rope ferry similar to that operated by Moses Grinter, where the river
current furaishes the mazive powsr.  The boawman controls direction of
movemenr, by winching the cables with a windlass, 1o hold the boat at
different angles, so rhar the current of the river pushes it across.

Subsequent development of the Military Road from Fort Leavenwarth
to Fort Scott in the ecarly 1840's brought increased use of Grinter’s Ferry
(sometimes referred to as Delaware Crossing, later as Miluary Crossing,
still later as Secondine Crossing). Also, a good many immigrants to
Oregon and California crossed the Kansas by way of this ferry in the
1840’s and early 185071t

In January, 1831, Moses R. Grinter began operating a Kansas triver
ferry, from a sire on the norch bank within the Delaware seserve.  (This

2. Harringten, p, 55,
10. XHQ, Vel 2, p. 264
11, KHQ, Val, 28, p. 18],
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was three miles above and across the river from the Chouteaw’s Trading
Post and the newly founded Shawnee Mechodisc Mission, in what is now
Wyandotte township, Wyandorte County, on e NW 1y of Sec. 28, T, 11
R24 E.}

According to one account young Guinter arrived in presenc Kansas
in 1828, as & soldier ac Cantonment Leavenworrh, he was “appointed”
by the government in January, 1831, to run a ferry. This suggests an
arrangement between Cantonment Leavenworth officials and the Dela-
wares for travel through the Indian lands, and cransportation across the
Kansas river.

The first records located for this ferry consist of James Kennerly's
May, 1833, list of expenditures in conducting Kickapoo 1mmigrants to
their reserve above Fort Leavenworth: Moses R. Grinter, for ferriage of
Indians, four wagons and baggage, acrass the Kansas river (the amount
of $38.75) and Moses Grinter for ferriage of 5 wagons and teams across
the Kansas river (the amount of $2.25).

In 2 July 22, 1833, letter the Rev. Isasac McCoy wrote of a cholera
threat which so alarmed the Delawares that they temoved their ferry
boat to prevent travelers from crossing ro them.

Ina July 29, 1835 lercer, the Rev. W. D. Smith mentioned thac ther=
was on the Kansas, about 12 miles from the Missouri and rwo miles
from a Shawnee village, “a tolerable good ferry, at which the mail crosses
once every week going and returning berween the Shawnce Agency and
Cantonment Leavenworth.”!?

Moses: Grinter made his home in the adjoining section on the north,
Sec. 21, T-11, R. 24 E.,, where he built a log house. In 1830 he mar-
ried Anna Marshall, a Delaware woman, and raised a family of ten chil-
dren.  In 1857 he built a substantial brick house about Y4 miles north
of the ferry. By common consent be is awarded the distincrion of being
the first permanent white settler in what is now Wyandorte County,
Kansas.

Up to the year 1842 the ferry was reached from both the north and
the south by Indian trails, but in that year the government laid out and
established 2 military road from Cantonment Leavenworch on the north,
across the Kansas river at Grinter's ferry and on to Fort Scott. The ferry
was there eleven years before the road was surveyed.

The eniry to the ferry from the porth s now known as 78th street.
To reach the site of the old ferry follow Kansas Staze Highway No. 32
about one mile west of the village of Muncic to is junction with 78th
street. ‘The ferry site is just below this junction. Up die hill and about
Y4 mile on the west side of 78th street stands the old brick Gtinter
house.

The blacksmith shop and the stores were on the west side of the
ravine. On the other side of the ravine was the Indian village of Sec-
ondine (sometimes spelled Secondyne).

Frequent references are found to this ferry in the early day records
and the correspondence of individual travelers. 1n 1864 the Kansas
Pacific R.R. established a station at Secondine. When a later survey was

12. KHQ, Vol, 28. p. 180,
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MOSES R. GRINTER

Moses R. Grinter was born March 12, 1809, in Logan County, Ken-
rucky, died June 12, 1878, at Grinter House, overlooking the ferry
he had established 47 years before. Grinter came to Cantonment Leav-
enworth at the age of 19 years. He established the first ferry on the
Kansas river in January of 1831 He was the first permanent white
settler in Wyandotte County, Kansas.
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ANNA MARSHALL GRINTER

Anna Grinter, wife of Moses Grinter, was born Jaguary 8, 1820, in
Miami County, Ohio and died June 28, 1905, at Grinter House. Her
father was an Indian trader, a white man. Her mother was a Delaware.
She came here with part of the tribe'in 1832, at the age of 12. In 18306,
she was married t0 Grinter, and lived ar Grinter Place 73 years.

14



made and the road bed moved down nearer the river, Secondine was
abandoned and the station of Muncie was established apptoximartely one
mile farther east.

When the lands sold by the Delawares to the Wyandotes were sut-
veyed in 1844, the east line of the diminished Delaware reservation fell
just a short distance east of the Grinter ferry, leaving the ferry and the
village of Secondine in Delaware terrizory. 1%

GRINTER FAMILY HISTORY

The grandfather of Moses Grinter was John Grinter, born in the yeas
1755 ar sea. He was placed on the doorstep of one of the houses in
Jamestown, Virginia. His parents boch had died and were buried ac sea.

Young John Grinter grew to manhood in Jamestown and joined the
colonial army at the start of the Revolutonary War. He was wounded
in the bacde of Brandywine and lay all night on the baztlefield with a
British spear in his hip. He recovered from his wound and served ou:
his enlistment in the army.

After the war, he moved o Kentucky, but would recurn ofren to Vie-
ginia, making the trip by horseback.

John Grinter married Elizabech Hill, who was born in 1730,

John Grinver died May 27, 1831, ar the uge of 76. His wife died
August 17, 1830, age 74 years. These dates are on tombscones at old
Smith’s Graveyard in Logan County, Kenrucky,

In the archives of rhe State Muscum at Richmond, Virginia, is che
following record relating to John Grinter:

I do hereby certify that John Grinter, Sergt, in Col Gists derach-
ment of Virginia line has served the full dime for which he enlisted and
is hereby discharged from the service, that he has received his pay in
Continental money up o the last day of November 1799, since which
he has received only rwo dollars in specie, from the D. Comisy. Gen., of
provisions in Charleston,

Given under my hand at Williamsburg, this the 25th day of July 1781

John Gillison, Cap.Com.
I>. Stephenson, Majr.

Prince Edward, May 1783.
1 do hereby cerrify that John Grinter enlisted himself with me August
1, 1777, for to serve in the 12th Virga. Rege. and was advanced to Ser-
gant the firse of Dec. 1779
Hezekiah Morton, Capt.
Bih. Virga. Regt.

* * *

I do hereby authorize and empower Ezekial Parks 1w receive my land
warrant as directed by my discharge,
Given under my hand chis 8th. of March 1784.
John Grinter
13. Harrington, p. 51,
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The father of Moses Grinter was Frank Grinter.

Frank Grincer and Susannah Reid were married in Kenrucky and were
the parents of Moses R, and James C. Grinter, who came to Kansas.

Moses R. Grinter was born March 12, 1809, in Logan County, Ken-
tucky. He died at Grinter Place, June 12, 1878,

Moses Grinter and Anna Marshall, a Delaware woman, were married
in 1836,

Anna Marshall was born in Miami County, Obio, on Jan. 8, 1820,
and died at Grinter House on June 28, 1905 Anna Marshall's facher
was a fur trader among the Delawares, and her mother was a Delaware
woman, a relative of Capr. Kewchwm, a Methodist minister and a chief
of the Delaware Nation. There were ten children born to Moses and
Anna Grincer.

Anna Grinter was proud of the face thar she was an Indian, Her last
audible prayer was in the musical Delaware language. She was con-
verted and united with the Methodist Church in childhood and for more
than 70 years lived a consistent Christian life.  In the separation troubles
of the church in 1845, she adhered to the southern branch, in which she
spent the remainder of her life. :

Moses and Anna are buried in the cemetery at Grinter's Chapel, where
they held their membership for many vears, Grinter's Chapel is locared
about ¥ mile north of Grincer House,

James C. Grinter, the younger brother of Moses Grinter, was born June
3, 1828, in Logan County, Kentucky, and died ac his home in Perry,
Kansas, in 1893,

James Grinter was married to Rosanna Marshall, siszer of Anna Grinter,
Twelve children were born to this union.

Some accounts say that James Grinter resided about two miles west of
Grinter House and assisted as ferryman from late 1849 w 1855,

Henry Tiblow, interpreter for the Delaware tribe married a third-
Delaware Indian sister, Pollyanna Marshall According to government
inaps Henry Tiblow had a place about three miles west of Grinter House.

Tiblow also operated a {ferry and the town of Bonner Springs was once
called Tiblow.

During the past 13 years while sevving the public at Grinter House
we bave enjoyed friendly historical conversation with many persons. The
setting and nature of the place just natwrally invite folks to inguire of
the history here. Unforiunately, it seems this colorful history bas been
dormant and neglected for so many years thai few of the present gen-
eration are familiar with this intevesting story, Little bas been asccom:
plished by our friendly converiations, because most of the information
is mere hearsay.

We are much impressed with this significant bistory and i our iearch
for anthentic information we have been gratified 1o find much of this
material in the archives of the Kansas State Historical Sociery, at Topeka,
Kansas.
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We have had the privilege of talking with only two very elderly per-
sons who knew Moses Grinter before his death. They were:
Mrs. Mary Colley, Perry, Kansas.
Judge William McCamish, Kansas City, Kansas,

Mrs. Colley (born 1857, died 19354} was a niece of Moses Grinter
(daughter of James C. Grinter) who lived to be 97 years of age. She
was a delightful old person with a keen memaory, and said chis about
“Uncle Mose™ as she called him:

“Uncle Mosc was a dear kind man. I loved o visit with him and
Aunt Annie, and my cousins. One time | was a flower git! in one of
my coasin’s wedding party, and came down the stairway throwing flower
perals ahead of the bride. Uncle Mose loved having company and we
would sit about the fireside eating lovely apples he raised 1 would sit
on one knee and his daughter Martha sat on the other kaee, we were
the same age. We would listen to his stories aof the ferry crossings. You
know, my Uncle was quite 2 horticulturist. He grafred fruit trees, and
had a beautiful orchard in the field soutl of the house.”

Judge William McCamish, a Judge of the Wyandowe County Dis-
teict Court for twenty years, who served twice as Assisiant Aitorney Gen-
eral of Kansas, and who died in 1959 at the age of 96, knew Moses
Grincer.

Judge McCamish a native of Kansas, was barn Aung. 12, 1863, near
Council Grove, in Morris County. He czme 1o Wyandorte county with
his parents, William Henry and Mary Wells McCamish, in 1868 at the
age of five years. The family scitled on an adjoining farm east of
Grinter Place.  The site was known as Secondine, named after a Dela-
ware Indian Chief.

In a ralk before the Wyandowe County Historical Sociery’s meeting
held here at Grinter House on July 2, 1951, Judge McCamish stated
that as a boy from five w0 fifteen years of age, he was a neighbor of
Moses Grinter and enjoyed to visit with him, MHe knew Grinter as a
kind hearred man who seldom if ever refused to permit a person, whether
friend or stranger e spend the night in his house. He said Grinter
was instrumenczal in the building of the "Old Grincer Chapel,” a land-
mark and 2 place where community basket dinners had been held for
matty years. Judge McCamish also said it was a custom for Grinter o
blow a large hormn on each Wednesday evening to call the people of the
community together for prayer. Even if no one came Grinter prayed
alone with his family,

The Rev, Nathan Scarritt (Principal of Western Academy from 1848
to 1831 —the Academy was a Forc Leavenworth Indian Manual Training
School) in an unpublished manuscripe says:

“A better litrle body of Christians would be hard to find among any
people than is gathered by our faithful missionaries, Moses Grinter and
family, the Ketchums and others were the SALT OF THE EARTH.”

In summing up the accomplishments of Moses Grinter, it would seem
that he has been historically neglected, possibly because he was content
1o live a quier life, serving his fellowman, He is not mentioned as a
colorful chinracter who rode the trail of bloodshed and strife; but rather,
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each day he contribured much toward the developmene of the Frontier,
by his patient, courageous and ftiendly labor among rhe Indians and
travelers who passed his way.

1832

The history of the Delawares is intimutely connected with that of the
Shawnees. Their reservation originally extended from the mouth of the
Kansas river westward 1o the Kaw reservation and embraced 2,208,000
acres. It was on the north side of the Kansas river, a very fertile sec-
tion, and embraced Wyandotte, practically all of Leavenworth and Jeffer-
son and portions of Shawuee and Jackson counsies. Their reservacion
fronted on the Missouri giver, from the mouth of the Kansas river o
Fort Teavenworth, In numbers they d:d nor differ greatly from the
Shawnees.

The Delaware lands were mostly fine prairie interspersed with good
timber. Their lauds were considered the most valuable of all the rerri-
oty occupied by the Indian eribes.

Though the Delawares were considerably advanced in agriculoure, they
had but lirtle literary culture. They were an energeric and enterprising
people.

The mission among the Delawares was opened in 1831, The Rev,
W Johason and the Rev. Thos. B. Markham, having been appointed to
take charge of the mission and school  The first report of membership
was made the following year, five whites and twenty-seven Indians, The
report of the missionary sociery for 1834 contains the following: "“Dela-
ware, a gracious work of religion; forty ¢hurch members, several of whom
officiate as exhorters, regular in atendance ar preaching and other means
of grace The school has twenty-four native children, who are learning
well.  In the Sabbath school, conducted by three teachers and one super-
intendent, are fousteen male and ren female scholars, The children are
catechized in the dudes and doctrines of christianicy.”

The highest membership reported for any one year was 108 in 1844
In educational matters the Delawares did nort make as commendable
progress as some of the other tribes. 1n Feb., 1844, an agreement was
made with the superintendent, J. €. Berryman, by which the Delawares
devoted all of their school funds for the education of their children at
the Shawnee Manual Labot School, for a term of ten years. The indif-
ference of the Delawares in the matter of sending their children to the
school was later 4 great disappointment to Superintendent Rev. Thomas
Johnson. 14

The first church erected was in 1832. The church was abouc forty by
sixty feet, the frame of walnut, and stood on the high divide on the site
of the present community of White Clurch, facing east. The church
was frame and painted white, thus giving the settlement its name It
was about the center of Wyandotte county, and some eight miles west
of Kansas City, Kansas. It was destroyed by a tornado in May, 1886.
A stone memorial church was erected on the same site.

14. Ramsas Historical Collections. Vol. 9, p. 203, (Hereafter cited KHC.)
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REV. JAMES KETCHUM
(KOCK-KOCKQUAS)
1819-1896

Chief of the Delaware Nation and Methodist preacher at White
Church. He was one of the signers of the treaty for the removal of the
tribe from Kansas, and went with the wibe o Indian Territory {(Okla:
homa) in 1868.

He was considered one of the most eloquent orators in the Delaware
ribe.  When the Methodist church divided in 1845, James Ketchum
adhered o the southern branch of the church.

19



BILLACK BEAVER

Black Beaver, a Delaware, was one of the most famous of Bent’s
hunters and guides. Black Beaver was a resident of the Delaware re-
serve here, and frequent reference is made in the trading post journal
kepc by Moses Grinter of his transactions here at Grinter Crossing, Black
Beaver's ability to communicate with the different tribes was due o his

knowledge of the sign language, which was universally understood by all
of the Indians of the Plains.

Black Beaver was one of the Delaware Indian delegates o Washingron
in 1867, the time of the removal of the tibe to Indian Terricory.
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In the separation troubles of 1845, the Delawares went with their
church into the southern branch. The Methodist Episcopal Church South
had a society at White Church for many years. In the early days a log
parsonage was crected, a camp ground was laid out, and camp meerings
were held here for many years.

The following is an absrracr from the report of Thos. Mosely, Jr., In-
dian agent for the year 185F: “In the tribe (Delawares) 1 find only one
school. Report of Rev. Pratt says this missionary deserves grear praise
for the management and conducring of this school, whose benefirs are
so valuable ro the Delaware tribe,

“From my experience among the Indians which has been for years 1
am of the opinion, that with the less civilized, Indian schools should be
scatrered about in all the strong bands of the tribe. This would afford
the parents an opportunity to ofren visit them.  The Indians are remark-
ably fond of their children, and it is a difficult matter to get chem to send
themn far from home.

“The Delawares have disposed of their education fund for several years
yet to come it being vested in the Shawnee Mission School. They have
{(for some cause not cocrectly kuown to me) refused to send cheir chil
dren to the Shawnee Mission School, which their fund sustains, for the
space of a year. 1 feel in grear hope that with my aid, the Shawnee Mis-
sion superintendent will be able to get back to his school some twenty
or thirty Delaware children.”t?

The interpreters for the northern branch of rhe church were Isaac
Journeycake, Paschal Fish and Charles Ketchum. Those for the southern
branch were James Ketchum, Jacob Kewhum and Ben Love. Henry
Tiblow was the Unired States interpreter,

The Delaware Baptist Mission wus established in 1832 by the Rev.
Charles E. Wilson, who had been appointed by the Baptist Board of Mis-
sions. The location of the old mission was given by McCoy to Indian
agent Cammins, as north of the Kansas river at Nah-Co-Muds village
which was a lirtle north and west of the business part of Edwardsville,
Kansas, in the SW 1% of the NE 14 of Sec. 26, T11, R. 23 E. It is less than
a V4 mile from the presene highway No. 32 berween Edwardsville and
Bonner Springs, Kansas.

The exact spot where the mission building stood was located by Roy
Williams who now owns the place. The road out of Edwardsville to the
north soon makes a sharp turn to the west. In an interview with Williams
in 1934, he pointed out the spot just north of the road and west of chis
tuen. “When I came here,” he said, “there was the remains of the old
foundation here and Major Pratt once told me that it was here that he got
the logs for his Mission.” (These logs were used in the erecrion of the
second Delaware Baptist Mission moved afrer the flood of 1844, north.
west to Sec. 10, T Ll R 23 E, Wyandotte County. 'This mission func
tioned unt! 1867; later known as the Prart Mission, } 26

William Andetson, aged head Chief of the Delaware Nation, died in
the latter part of September at his home on the Delaware reserve, present
Wyandotte County. He had been a Kansas resident less than a year.

15, KHC, Vol 9, p. 203.
16. Harringlon, . 80,
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Though Anderson had some white blood, according o missionary Johns-
ton Lykins, he had “shewed” buc litde disposirion to cmbrace the white
man’s manners and customs. He made mention of his four sons, Captaing
Shounak {(Shawnock), Pushkies, Sacaoxy (Saroxie), and Secondyan
(Secondine.} Secondine and his village were liere at Grinter Ferry or
Delaware Crossing, 17

1833

October 9, 1833—w0 John O Aguew and o J. H. Flournoy & Co.
licenses were issued permicting them to uade with the Delaware on the
Delaware reserve: A bluff on the north side of the Kansas river, near
the mouth of the second creek (present Mill Creek) which emptics inro
that river, where the Delaware blacksmith now lives,” { present Wyandaorte
county), The place is further idendfied by J. T. Trving's account of
August, 1833: “Crossing the Kansas at Grinrer’s Ferry, we embarked and
galloped up the bank. Ou the wp of the hill was a large lug house, in-
habited by the blacksmith of the Delaware Indians.”

J. T Irving was a nephew of the noted American author, Washington
Irving t$

By July, if not eatlier, the Delaware saw aud grist mill, provided by
the government under terms of the Oct 26, 1832 treaty, was in opera
tion. YT WAS THE FIRST SUCH MILL IN KANSAS.

Construction probably had been staried early in the spring.  The first
known reference ro its being in use is in a July 29, 1833, letter by 2 Kan.
sas visitor, the Rev. W. D Smith, who wrote, “They, the Delawares, have
also a good grist mijl and saw mill in operation.”

William Barnes was appoinced miller at a salary of 33500 per year, He
was still in charge in 1836.1Y

1834

Jotham Meeker, then residing at the Shawnee Baprist Mission in pre-
sent Johnson County, said in his diary, "Nov. 6, 1834, wmke load of corn
t0 Delaware mill. Nov. 24, 1834. Return home from Delaware reserve
and bring meal from the Delaware Mill"

Jotham Meeker's diary in the mid-1850's shows the Delaware mill site
on the original land plar o be Sec. 21, T 11, R 24 E2¢

The Delaware mill site was about three-fourths of a mile east of Grinter
Place, at the edge of present Muncie, Kansas.

1835

Two French tourists, Louis Richard Cortambert, and a younger man,
Laurent, arrived at Independence, Mo, by steamboat around mid-year,
with a notion to camp on a Missouri river bluff in lndian country. They
hired 4 wagon and a driver and wok the road w0 Fort Leavenworth. After
crossing the Kansas at "Ferrytown, petit villsge d'Indiens,” (Delaware

or Grinter Ferry), they met a government agent (Cummins) whose warn-
17. XHQ, Vol. 28, p 188
18. KHQ. Vol 28, p. 338,

19. XHQ, Vcl. 28, p. 331.
20, Idem,
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ings of danger and difficulties caused them to reconsider and rteturn to
Missour2!

On August 12, 1835, Col. Henry Dodge and his (first) U.S. Dragoon
Command left camp below Bent's Fort and began the homeward march,
down the Arkansas, to Tort Leavenworth. L. G. P. Kingsbury's journal
states the Dragoons passed “Round and Eim Groves” oa the 15th, then
proceeded northwardly to Grinter’s or Delaware Crossing of the Kansas,
Using both flat boat and pirogue, the command crossed by early evening,
making camp in a lot at Robert Dunlap's (the Delaware blacksmith),
only 22 miles from home. On Seprember 16, Col. Dadge and his Dra-
goons returned to Fort Leavenworth, after an absence of three and one-
half months, and a journey of about 1645 miles.**

Some Presbyrerian rmissionaries were visiting in Forr Leavenworth on
July 3, 1835, and walked down w the Delaware Mission twenty-thres
miles distant: "Our route jay through the prairie most of the way. Had
some fine views of the prairie country. On our arrival we introduced
ourselves o the Methodist brother, missionary acr this station. He had
commenced his labors with the Delawares five or six months previous to
out visit. He has 2 school of about twenty scholars. A church has been
gathered among these people by the Methadise, and another by the Bap-
tist. The Baptist teacher among the Delawares we did not see on our
visit,

"The Delawares have a good counuy—many of them good log houses
and cotn fields- —cattle and horses and would seem o be in a fair way 1o
improve, were it not for whiskey—ithe deadlies: enemy o Indian im-
provement. Some of them do not use this inroxicazing poison and im-
prove rapidly. How the Indians ger their whiskey, right in the face of
the severe laws of the United States against selling it to them, others
know better than I do.

On July 4, 1839, crossed the Kansas and proceeded o the Shawnee
Methodist Mission five miles distant,”2"

1837
MUNSEE INDIANS

Munsee Indians or Christian Indians— Delaware Moravian Mission. In
1837 some of the Munsees at Fairfield, Canada, decided to return to the
United Srates. Wirh one of their Missionzries, Volger, they tarried with
the Stockbridges for a while, chen crossing Wisconsin, they descended the
M ississippi, crossed the state of Missouri, arriving at Westport Landing
on the 29th of October, 1837. By invitation of the Delawares they lo
cated on the Delaware lands at what is now Muacie, Kansas.

The Rev. Joseph Romig wrote: "Missionary Volger soon returned w
Canada and other missionaries took his place, bur 1 cannot give their order
or all of their names. Among these werc Rev. Micksch, Lukenbach, H.
Backman, G. F. O¢hler and D, Z. Smith. The station at Muncie in church
records is always called Westfield There is an Indian cemetery there,
2]. KHQ, Vol 28. p. 508.

2. KHQ, Vol 28, p. 510.
23, KHC, Vol. 14, p. 587.
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where lies buried Mrs. G. F. Qehler and probably Micksch. Lasc Sept,
(1909) an aged Munsee went there and located and identified Mrs.
Oehler's grave. My informarion in the main s correct. [ had the church
records, nor the diary, dating back to 1738, with enrries by Ziesberger
himself. But a few years ago 1 sent the three books to the Moravian His.
torical Society, at Bethlehem, Pa.”

R. W. Cummins, Indian agenr at Forr Leavenworth in his annaal re
port for September, 1840, says:

“Those Munsees who immigrated lase fall at the same time and wich the
Srackbridges and those that came about two years previous (1837) in all
about 138 persons are located among the Delawares, near the mouth of
the Kaw river, on a heautiful rich reace of country, with fine timber and
water. These people came here poor and remain poor. Manyv of them
appear to be industrious, bur have litde or nothing to wark with, and no
means ra purchase. The most of them have managed o raise corn and
vegerables sufficient to subsist on until the new crop comes in. Muny
of them have labored for the whire people rhis season, and made good
hands in the harvest fields and elsewhere, and have made money in this
way.”

Major Cupmins mentions in 1842, that “the Muasees have built com
fortable litede cabins and made smal] farms—and this year raised a plenty
of Indian corn, pumpkins, potaioes, beans, cabbage and other vegerables
for a subsisrence, and have also pracured some milch cows and hogs.”

Supt. Harvey in 1845 reports thut: "The Munsccs have a Missionnry
and u teacher ameng chem, supported by the Moravian Missionary Society.
They have sustained a severe Joss during this year by the death of the Rev.
Micksch who has been for sometime among them. Mr. Micksch was
remarkable for his piety and simplicity of manner. He was a teacher
not only of religion and letters, bu: his dme was devoted to the gencral
improvement of the Indians. He taught them to build and piant; indeed
he was a father, and his excellent wife u mother, in the practice of every
thing that was calculared 1o advance their remporal and spiricual inter-
ests.”

Major Cummins also repores at some leng:h in 1845: “The Christian
Indians are a small band of mixed Indians, Munsees and a few Delawares.
They pumber 208 and are located on the Delaware Iand, on the noreh
bank of the Kapsas river, eight or ten miles above its juncion. The Mis-
sionasy Society of the Moravians has established a Mission among thein,
and most of the Indians are members of the Society, and o it belongs the
credir of civilizing and Christiapizing and educating many of them.”

In 1847 Major Cummins again says: “The Munsees are doing well, be-
coming more and more civilized and bewer agriculrurists every year. This
year they have raised an abuadance of corn. The Moravian school
Superintendent has not yet reported to me, and I have not had it in my
power to visit the school It has heretofore done well, and I have no
doubt has this year.”

The Wyandottes had immigrated to Kansas in July. 1843, and had pur-
chased land of the Delawares, in the forks of the Missouri and Kansas
rivers, which included the land occupied by rhe Munsee ladians.
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Thomas Mosely, their agent, in his report of 1852, states: "The Mun-
secs are yet residing on the lands of the Wyandottes, as they have done for
the last six or eight years, but the Wyandoties have given them recentdy
to understand thar they must leave during the ensuing fall and winter.
No annuity has been paid 1o these Indians since my agency of their af-
faizs. The $400 I received in Ociober last of them, as anmuity, I was in-
structed to withhold until ordered to pay it over, and the funds are now
in my possession.

These Indians are in a cher destirure condition as regards a home. It
would be a grear act of kindness on che part of the government to as.
sign to them a home that they could call their own."2*

There is but one of the old Muns2es now living, Ignarins Caleb, now
74 years born in 1836. A few yeats ago Sebilla Elliore died ar the age of
ninety one 21

In the history of Jackson County, Missouri, published in 1881, there js
a statement that in 1839, [saialh Walker lived in the old Moravian Mjs-
sion house built for the Stockbridge Indians at Muncie town. The Stock-
bridges never lived at Muncie, bur were domiciled near Leavenwosth. On
the government maps of the 1833 survey there is an irregular tace of
398 acres, lying partly in Section 14 and party in Section 15 of Town-
ship 11, R.24 E. which js marked as “Isalah Walker's Field” This is
about a mile and a half northeast of present Muncie railcoad stacion. This
is doubtless the site of the Moravian Mission.

The church records are said to be in Bethlehem, Pa., and were they
available they might throw some light upon the site and history of “The
Lost Mission.™?

The present location of “Isaiah Walker's field” wounld be about 14 mile
north of Kansas highway Neo. 32, at abour 65¢h street.

1841

Around che middle of August the Delawares’ blacksmith shop (jus:
north of the Grinter crossing of the Kansas river, on the Fort Leaven-
worth-Fort Gibson military road) burned. and nearly all the tools were
destroyed 29

1842

In 1842 by Indian department authorizadon, the Delawares” blacksmith
shop was rebuilt at a cost of $140, and the sum of $75 was provided for
replacement tools?7

1843

Arrival of Wyandotce Indians freom Ohio. In 1843 the Wyandoctes,
who had been teased int ceding their Ohio lands to the government,
came to Kansas, 700 strong, to occupy the lands along the eastern border
of the rerritory, which they thought the Shawaees bad sold to them. The
24. KHC, Vol 11, P, 313,

25. Harrington, p. 93,

26. KHQ, Vol 29, p. 352,
27. KHQ, Vol 28, p. 3%,
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Lot

COIN OF REPUBLICA MEXICANA
8 R.Do. 1843 RM. 10 Ds. 20 Gs.
8 Reales
10 Dineros
20 Gramos
While grading the driveway in 1952 ar the rear of Old Grinter House,
we found this old Mexican coin. The coin, dared 1843, possibly was lost

by one of the freighters passing through enroute from Fort Leavenwortl
0 New Mexico during rhe 1840°s.



Shawnees repudiated the agreement, however, and the Wyandottes found
themselves homeless and in a strange land.

The government, doubtless acting upon the suggestion made by Lewis
and Ciatk in their 1804 report that this was a good place for a fort, had
reserved the sttip of land lying between the western boundary of Mis-
sour! and the Kansas river.  Some of the Wyandoties secured homes in
Westport, but most of them camped upon this government strip.

The Delawares, “nephews” to the Wyandottes, owned the land on the
north side of the Kansas river and they came to the relief of their home-
less "Uncles,” sold them 36 secrions of land, and threw in 3 others for
good measure, all lying in the fork of the two rivers—the Kansas and the
Missouri.

The Wyandottes at once began to move onto their new lands, the firs:
home being occupied December 10, 1843.2%

1846

After the beginning of rhe Mexican war, government stores destined
to New Mexico were required to be shippad from Fort Leavenworth. This
was an inconvenient poinr for the freighters. The military road as it
existed at that time from Fort Leavenworth ran down across the hills,
striking the river ac Moses Grinter's Ferry, a shorr distance above the pre-
sent town of Muncie. The road thence lay south and wesr, keeping on
the west side of Turkey Creek, ro a point about Lenexa, Kunsas, where it
joined the main rraif from Westport. It was probably thirty-five or forty
miles from Leavenworth o the point of junction, and much of the road
was rough and besides the Kansas river was often rroublesome in the
spring of the year.

The road from Kansas City on leaving Westporr passed over a high
ridge and was free from any stream of magnitude for ar least eighty miles
to the present site of Burlingame, Kansas.

It was clear to the minds of the freighrers that if the government stores
for the western irade could be disembarked from the Missouri river at
Kansas City, it would be much cheaper for them to ger out on the great
highway, rather than starting from Forr Leavenworth.??

It can be seen from the above information thar Grinter's Ferry was
created as a result of a GOVERNMENT ORDER, WHICH DIRECTED
THE ROUTE OVER WHICH SUPPLIES WERE TO BE FREIGHTED
TO THE SANTA FE TRAIL. This site became an eatly important set-
tlement, where rrading posts and some homes were buile  When
the government otder ceased, and freighters adopred the higher ridge
road which started ar Westport Landing, and then onto the Sanca Fe Trail,
Grinter's Ferry and Defaware Crossing were soon abandoned by mose of
the traffic.

Francis Parkman and his friend Quincy Shaw set our on their journey
through the American wilderness in the spring of 1846. They lefr St
Louis on the steamboat "Radnor,” and reached Kansas in May, 1846
They journeyed ro Westport and purchased equipment for their wrip.

28. Harrinaton, p. 113.
22. KHC, Vol. 9, p. 559.
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“A few hours ride brought us to the river Kanzas. Traversing the
woods that lined it, and plowing through the deep sand we encamped
not far from the bank, at the Delaware Crossing. Our renc was erected
for the first rime on a meadow close to the woods, and the camp prepara-
tions being complete we began to think of supper.

“An ofd Delaware woman sat on the porch of a little log house. Close
tr the water was a very prerty half-breed girl engaged under her super
intendence, in feeding a large flock of wrkeys, chat were flutreting and
gobbiing about the door. But no offers of maney, ar even, tabacca,
could induce her to part with one of her favorires.

“So [ ok my rifle, o see if the woods or the tiver could furnish us
anything. A multicude of quail were plaintively whistling in che mead-
ows, but nothing approptiate to the rifie was to be seen. 1 contented
myself with admiting rhe calm beauty of the sunser, fgr the Fiver, eddy-
ing swiftly in deep purple shadows between the impending woods,
formed a wild but tranqulling scene.

“When I rerurned to the camp I found Shaw and an old Indiza seated
on the ground passing the peace pipe berween them. As it grew dark
and the voices of the whipporwills succeeded the whistle of the quails,
we removed our saddles w the tenr ro serve as pillows, and sptead ou-
blankers upon the ground.

“The river Kanzas at this point forms the boundary line between the
country of the Shawnees and that of the Delawares. We crossed it oa
the following day. It was a Sunday morning, wanm, tranquil and bright,
and a perfece sullness reigned over the rough enclosures and neglected
fields of che Delawares, except for the ceaseless hum and chirruping of
insects.

“Now and then an Indian rode past on his way to the meeting house,
or through the dilapidated entrance of some shartered log house an old
woman might be discerned enjoying all the luxury of idleness. There
was no village bell, for the Delawares had none, and yet upon thar far
lorn and rude settlement was the same spiric of Sabbath repose and tran-
quility as in some New England village among the mounrains of New
Hampshire or the Vermont woods.

“A military road led from this point «o Fort Leavenworth and for miles
the farms and abins of the Defawares were scattered at shore intervals
on either hand. The livle rude strucrures of logs erecied usually on the
borders of a tract of woods made a picturesque feature in the landscape.

“The woods were fiushed with the red buds of the maple, there were
frequent flowering shrubs unknown in the east, and the green swells of
the prairies were thickly studded with blossoms.

“Encamping near u spring, by the side of a hill, we resumed our journey

in che morning, and early in the afterncon were within a few miles of
Fort Leavenwaorth, "#"

30. Franeis Parkmon, The Oregon Trail, pp. 1416, Francis Parkman was born in
Boslon, Mass., in 1823 and died in 1853, Hs was graduated from Harvard in 1844
He is rated as one cf lhe great American historiang, Hie book, The Cregon Trail,

offers @ medium of widespread recognition to this early settlemonl of Delawara
crogsing.
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TYPICAL DELAWARE INDIAN LOG CABIN

1847
On July 4, 1847, Phillip Gooch Ferguson, who had just enlisted in the
Army, was enroate from Westporr, Me.. 10 Forr Leavenworth w repott
for duty. Crossing the Kansas river in flac-bottomed boats belonging
to the Delawares, the party marched through the rough, hilly country o
a point four or five miles from Fort leavenworth. The "Kaw” had
seemed a clear beautiful stream o them.  Freguently along the road had

been squaws with whiskey to sell #
3. KHQ. Vol 8, p. 135,

1849

From the New Yotk Daily Tribune supplement, July 6, 1849:
Council Grove, Indian Territory.
June 9, 1849,

“T teft Fort Leavenworth on the 16th, of May, with the troops destined
for Santa Fe, New Mexico, which consisted of the following corps: Four
companies of the Third Infantry, two of the Second Artillery; with 12
pound mountain howiczers, and K Company of the Second Dragoons.

“I have already stated the rime we left the Fort, bur did not mention
our delay on the Kansas river up o the first of June, awaiting the ar
rival of General Brook, who we afterwards learned in consequence of
the death of General Worth was otdered elsewhere.

“The grass is very good and moist from the immense rain that has
fallen this spring, and all the streams are high.
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*“The Cholera carried off a great number of soldiers and emigrants a:
the Fort and other points along the river. The Indians have all left the
road at every settlement contiguous to the roadside on account of Cholera,

“I noticed at the Kansas river among the Delawares they had all run
off and left their houses and gardens. There were fresh graves along
the roadsides. We huried five at Fort Leavenworth.”#?

(Note: The grave of Thomas Elliotr about ¥ miles east of Old Grinter
House here at the ferry crossing on che hill, states rhar Elliorr died May
30, 1849-—this would be during the time this corps of troops was wair-
ing here ut the river.)

No definite information has been found o date regarding the identity
of Thomas Elliotr. There was a "Cholera Plague” in this area during
1849, and many of cthe Indians and setders died. Elliotr may have been
one of the "Forty Niners” passing through. There is some evidence that
he may have bheen one of the early setlers bere at Delaware Crossing,
as the mame Elliot appears in the Delaware Indian 'Trading Post ledger
book used by Moses Griuter in his transactions wich the twibe here. There
s posted in the ledger some merchandise puichased by Elliott’s
daughter, described as Jim Connor’s wife’s daugheer.

There is listed in the book, “Annals of Shawnee Methodist Mission
and Indian Manual Labor School," page 101, an account given of some
of the students who artended during the year 1857. The name james
Elliott appears in this list. Severul Delawares attended this school each
year.

There is 2lso an account of a Sebilla Elliott, one of the Munsee tribe,
who died here at age of ninety-one ™’

Private Percival G. Lowe joined the Armny in Boston, Mass., on October
16, 1849, He wtaveled westward to St. Louis, Mo., and with a group
of recruits marched across the state of Missouri, enrouie to Fort Leaven-
worth.  This troop left Westport, Mo., on the morning of Dec. 24, 1849
(Christmnas Eve), and crossed the Kaw river here.  He wrote:

“At Grinter's Ferry crossing of the Kaw river, the old Ferryman and
his wife lived near the river bank. He was an old soldier and “fond of
talking,” and while we waited unul al! caught up, he explained that the
Military Road that we had come into between the ferry and Westport,
ran south to Fort Scorr, abour 100 miles and thence to Fort Gibson and
south, and after crossing the ferry the road ran north and west 22 miles
to Fort Leavenworrh.

“We crossed the ferry towards evening and Mr. Mundy (Govera-
ment Blacksmith for the Delaware Tribe) furnished us a good supper.
And what 2 managing housekeeper Mrs. Mundy must have been.  Sev.
enty-five hungry men were furnished a supper they could never forget,
and not one failed 1o have plenty. To this day [ remember how delicious
the biscuits were, and then we had honey with them, and the venison,
ham and coffee. Just think of it A lot of reugh fellows meeting with
such a feast. I felt sorry for Mrs. Mundy bur, there seemed no end w
her supplies.

32. KHQ, Vol 7, p. 204,
33. KHC, Vol 11, p. 322,
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Located in the pasture abour ¥ mile east of Old Grinter House on
a beauwtiful bluff overlooking rhe Kansas river is a lonely grave almost
completely hidden from view by the tall grass grown up around and into
the cracks of the broken stone. The tombstone is of the flat slab type
about two feet wide and four feet long and about one inch in thickness,
lying in a horizontal position over the grave. The type of stone of which
the slab is made is not native to this area, and must have been imported,
The lettering is expertly dene and still clearly legible. Ir is the only
known grave on this site, and one of the oldest graves in the area. Over
the many years the cattle campling and grazing have badly broken it as
shown.



(Issac Mundy and his wife were born in Virginia and married there.
He was a great hunter and accidenrally shot himself, and was buried with
Masonic honors at White Church in Wyandotte county, Kansas, Feb.
27, 1858. Ar the request of the Delaware Indians he was buried at tha
foor of the grave of Chief Keichum.)

“And now on this beautiful Christmas day about 8 o'clock in the morn-
ing we left the ferry, our kind host and his family, and on our last days
march, rwenty two miles to Fort Leavenworth. Up over the Wyandotte
hills, passed a few Indian cabins, out upon the prairic on the Military
Road; and except that it was sloppy, caused by the melting snow, march-
ing was good.

"We had been cautioned not to stroll ahead, as we had heretofore been
permitted to do, but to keep near together so as to march into rthe garri-
son in good order. We were pointed out the lay of the country, the loca-
tjon of the Indian tribes, the Shawnees south of the Kaw were we crossed
—the Wyandottes in the forks of the Kaw and the Missouri the Dela-
wares west of the Wyandotes and rhe litde band of Munsees just below
the fort where is now Mount Munce Cemetery and che Soldiers
Home."$*

1850

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Mrs. Lela Barnes, July 14, 1930
Treasurer, Kansas State Historical Society.

Topeka, Kansas

My Dear Mrs. Barnes:

Your lecter of June 13th, 1950, to the Post Office Departmens regard-
ing the establishment of the first post office in Kansas outside of those
at the early forts, has been referred to the National Archives.

According to the records of the Post Office Department now in our
custody, the earliest post office esiablished afrer those ac Fort Scote and
Fort Leavenworth was Delaware. It was established on Sep, 10th, 1850
in Nebraska Territory ( later Kansas Tetritory), and the name changed
tIo8 ggecondine on Feb. 1, 1856. The office was discontinued on April 14th,

Star Mail Route No. 8909 let on April 29th, 1854 indicates that Dela-
ware was located [6 miles from Kansas, and 24 miles from Fort Leaven-
worth,

34. Percival G. Lowe, Five Years A Dragoon, pp. 15-17.
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This rouse served the following post offices:
From: Independence, Jackson County, Mo.
via Westpor:, Jackson County, Mo,
Kansas, Jackson County, Mo.
Defaware, Indian Country, Nebraska Territory
Fort Leavenworth
Weston, Platte County, Mo.
Dekalb, Buchanan County, Mo.
Sparta, Buchanan County, Mo.
To: St Joseph, Buchanan County, Mo.
Very truly yours,
Forrest R. Holdcamper
For the Chief Archivist
Industrial Records Branch ®5

1853

In addition o the military posts of Fort Scort, Fort Riley and Fort
Leavenworth chere were in 1853 a few trading posts in what had begun
to be calted Kansas.

Elm and Council Grove each had blacksmith shops and trading posts,
with a few white families, and Delaware post office, ten miles above the
mouth of the Kaw river, had a few white sertlers. "

1854

The last Indian reservation to be laid out in Kansas was the Munsee, a
tiny sub-division of the Delawares, provided for by one of the Many-
penny treaties of 1834, 1t consisted of four sections of land near the oty
of Leavenworth, and is now the site of the Old Soldiers’ Home and of
Mounr Muncie Cemerery.

The Munsees lived at "Shekomeko” (as the new settlement or Mora-
vian Mission was called) for only four years (1854-1858); then sold the
reserve; confederated with the Swan Creek Chippewas who came to Xan-
sas in Ocrober, 1839, and moved as did their missionaries w presen:
Franklin county. The Munsee Moravian Mission, which began in (or
was transferred from Canadu to) Kansas in 1837 condnued in operazion
all 1903557

In 1837 the Munsees lived near the town of Muncie, Kansas. This
land was owned by the Wyandortes who forced them to move to the
reservation about three miles below present Leavenwarth.

{n an article appearing in the New York Tribune, June 28, 1854, this
spot is described as follows:

"Detawate a post office, 15 on the Kansas river, ten miles from its
mouth: it contains two or three rrading posts, a blacksmith shop. The
post office was established in 1850, James Findley being appointed post-
master, and he still holds the office. The Kaopsas river is here some two
hundred yards wide over which is a ferry.”

35 Origmal of this leter is on lile in the 1ecords of the Kansos Siate Historical So
ciety, Topekua, Kansas.

36, Hazelrigg, History of Kansas, p, 40,

37. KHC. Vol. B, p. 86
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James Findley was an Indian Trader who kept a variety store. He was
one of the delegates who belped form the "Provisional Government” in
1854, In 1858 he was a resident of Westport.

Isaac Mundy, the blacksmith, also came from Delaware Crossing as a
delegate to the convention which made the “Provisional Government”
He was one of the Judges at the election on Jan. 4, 1858, and testified at
the Legislative Investigation Commiuee hearing that he had resided at
Delaware Crossing about 13 years.®®

1855

“Having a day of leisure, and finding 'Emma Harmon' at our levee
last Monday morning advertised for Kansas City, Mo, We jumped abroad
as she was Jeaving her moorings at 8 o'ddock in the morning, and in a mo-
ment after found ourselves, with several friends, gliding at a rapid rate
down the Kansas river. The steamer rounded o about eight miles below
Lawrence and tied up to a treg, while the crew loaded on from shore some
ten cords of wood, which the Delaware Indians had cut and piled up
there for sale.

“We found botli banks of the river densely wooded, presenting a lovely
appearance. Further on, some forty miles below here is an Indizn Village,
known as Delaware. It is a commanding position and when Yankee en-
terprise slhiall be able w gain a foothold, and commence improvements
we may expect (o see it more frequently alluded to in our public jour-
nals.”5¢

1856

Delaware Nation,
Sept. 3, 1856.
Colonel Cooke
Command of U.S. Troops
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.
Dear Sir:

We ask your immediaic protection, as we have been invaded, and our
stock taken by force, and our men taken as prisoners, and they threarened
0 lay our houses in ashes.

We wish an answer immediately from you to know whether you will
procect us or whether we will have to protect ourselves, for we have had
a dispatch from headquarters 0 remain neutral but, we cannot do so, if we
are not protecred.

Yours respectfully, from the
Chief of the Nation
Capt. Sarcoxie of

Delaware Nation.??
38. KHQ. Vol. 4, p, 360; W. E. Connelley, Williom Walker and the Provisional Govern.
ment of Nebraska Territory, p. 34,

39. KEQ, Vol. §, p. 398, quoting the Herald of Freedom, Lawrence, jun .
aU. XHC. Vol. 4, p. 4B4. erce, June I, 1859
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1857

In 1837 a regular srage line was maintiined between Forc Leavenworth,
Fort Scote and Forr Smith. The Kansas river was crossed at Grinter's
ferry.

The etection of Grinter House was started in 1857.

This old house overlooking the Kansas river was built of brick which
was baked on this farm and of lumber hauled by oxen from the sawmill
at Fort Leavenworth. The main siructural members, such as floor joists
and roof rafters, are made of walnut and the finish lumber on the in-
terior, that makes up the window and door woodwork, is of pine. The
floors are of linden wood, which was fonnd in this area in the early days.
Grinter House is the oldest house now standing in Wyandotte county
{1963). It is one of the oldest houses in Kansas which stands as it was
built without alterations and on its original sire.

1859

“January 2, 1859: The Delawares dwell here in rude huts and live a life
of degradation. The government gives them a $100 each per year, enough
16 keep them drunk nearly all of the dme. Many of them were just re-
wrning from a New Year's spree as we passed along. They dress in many
colors and ride small ponies of peculiar breed, which are highly valued
for their good disposition and grear endurance.

“In the Kaw bortom, a soil of antivaled fertility, the grass is from fout
1o six feet high and the narrow road runs through it like a path through a
field of standing rye. The Kaw or Kansus river, is a somber, dismal look-
ing stream swift and treacherous overlmng with savage growrhs on its
precipitous shores. 1t is crossed by a swing f=rry, a queer contrivance, in
which the river furnishes the motive power,”#1

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
National Park Service
Eastern office
Division of Design and Construction
120 South Third Street
Philadelphia, Pa.
July 22, 1958
Mrs. Bernice Hanson
1420 South Sevency-eighth Street
Muncie, Kansas.
Dear Mrs. Hanson:

I am writing you in regard to the Moses Grinter House which has re-
cently been recorded by the Historic American Buildings Survey. En-
closed you will find two sheets of information explaining the work of
the Survey which is administered by the National Park Service of the US.
Department of the Incerior. We prepared data sheets and photographs

41. KHC, Vol. 14, p. 109.
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OLD GRINTER HOUSE

Front or south elevation facing the river.

5! 3 1333 3

OLD GRINTER HOUSE
Rear or north elevation, entrance to driveway.
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EAST BEDROOM
Secand floor
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E o, o,

DINING ROOM
First floor west

o

KITCHEN
First floor north

40



IRON RAIL CHAIR NOW ON EXHIBIT IN THE
WYANDQTTE COUNTY MUSEUM
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which will be filed in the Division of Prints and Photographs, Library of
Congress, Washingron, D.C. We thank you for your kind assistance in
this project and wish ta compliment you in your preservation work.
Sincerely yours,
Dr. James P. Noffsinger, Archirect

Delaware Agency,
June 3, 1859
Hon: S. Medary, Governor of the Territory of Kansas.
Lecompton, K. T.
Sir:

Having a large sum of money to carry from Leavenworth City to the
Delaware Agency, and then in behalf of the government to pay to the
Delaware Indians, and owing to the great danger in the transportation of
said money, and the many threats that have been made by the whizes, and
especially vaders living around and adjacent o the Delaware reservation,
I desire an escort of government troops to aid me in the transpotation
of the money, and in the protection of the Indians during the payment, as
provided by the treaty of May 10th, 1854, with said Delawares.

Thomas B, Sykes,
1.8, Special Agenz
For the Delaware Indians.

Execative Office
Lecompton, K.T.
June 4, 1859
Fort Leaveaworth:
Commandaat:

Please furnish, Thornas Ib. Sykes Fsq. Special Delaware Agenr, with
sufficient body of troops to protect government funds while being trans-
ported from Leavenworth to the Delaware Agency and being paid our t
the Indians, Mr. Sykes will desire the troops to be placed ar his disposal
on Monday next, June Gth.

Very respectfully,
your obedicnt servani,
S. Medary.

To Cap’t. A. Elzey, Commandant at Fort Leavenworth 12

1860

DELAWARE INDIAN TRADING POST ACCOUNT BQOK

By order of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Moses R. Grinter was
authorized to open the Delaware trading post in April, 1855, The post
was closed Oct. 24, 1860.

The trade territory was quite large. Many Indians who traded here
came from as far as Lawrence and Leavenworth,

The three illustracions following are copies of the original account
book pages. The third, shows the names of Delawates and amounts they

42, KHC. Vol 5, p. 507,
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owed Moses Grinter for purchases made at the trading post. When the
post was closed on October 24, 1860, this toral amount was $14,134.14.

The original Delaware Indian trading post accounrs are now on ex-
hibit in the Wyandotte County Historical Museumn. The volume was
donated to the Historical Society by Anna Stevens, a great granddaughter
of Moses Grintet.

1864

November 28, 1864, the Kansas Pacific R.R. ran is first excursion
train going from Wyandotte 1o Lawrence, Kansas.**

The Kansas Pacific RR. tracks were located across the fromt field
here, about 100 yards south of Grinter House. Depressions in the ground
are siill visible (1963 ) where che tracks were laid. While discing in this
location we turned up an old Iron Rail Chair, that was evidently laid on
the origipal track. Curious for information regarding this Iron Chair,
we wrote to headquarters of the Union Pacific R.R. at Omaha, Nebraska,
which mainrains a very fine railroad museumn. Printed here is the reply
e our inquiry.

Mr. Harry E. Hanson
Old Grinter House
1420 South 78th Street
Muncie, Kansas

Dear Mr. Hanson:

Reference your lecter of July 10, 1963, advising chat you had found an
“Iron Rail Plate” in a field adjacent to the Union Pacific wacks near
Muncie, Kansas, and enclosing sketch illustrating derails of the te plate.

You have undoubredly found one of the original chairs with which the
Kansas Pacific was laid. These chairs with their turned-up edges served
as the rail joint, there being no connecting bar or fish plate o join the
two rails. The spike holes in the chairs coincided with slots in the base
of the rail ends. Thus, when the two rail ends were placed in this chair
and spiked through the chair and through che slot in the rail base, the
joint was sufficiently firmly anchored to rake care of the chen existing
locomotive and Joads.

I am enclosing for your information Drawing CE 80902 covering the
56ib. rail and rail chairs which were used berween Omaha and Promon-
tory Point, Utah, and are similar ro the ones used on the Kansas Pacific
west of Kansas Cicy,

My congratularions for your historic find.

Youss very rruly,
J. A. Bunjer, Chief Engineer

1864

Martha Grinter Kirby (daughrer of Moses Grinter) was born in 1857
and died in 19%30. In an interview with Lincoln Phifer of the Kansas
City Siar, on Decemnber 27, 1929, Mrs. Kitby told of a tragic event which
43. KHC, Vol. 12, p. 424,
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took place at the Ferry landing here owned and operated by her father:

“I remember we had working for us on the ferry, a hired man by the
mame of Silus Fuqua. One day a steamboat appeared on the river, going
from the town of Quindaro to Lawrence or Topeka. Our hired man
climbed a pole o let down the cable of the ferry that the boat might pass.
Someone cur the cable and he fell against the bluff and was killed. Every.
one thought it was done on purpose because of the civil war days. Many
thought the deed was the resnlc of wartime feelings which were simmer-
ing then”

While Grinter House had been erecred four years before the start of
the Civil War and there were numerous accounss of border troubles and
skirmishes south of the river at nearby serdements, no recards are found
of any warfare at this site on the north side of the river. The difficulties
of crossing the river and the nearness of Fort Leavenworth (22 miles
north) may have accounted for this sicuation.  Extensive vse of the ferry
was made ar this time in the wransportation of troops and supplies from
Forr Leavenworth for the Battle of Westport, and hte cable cutring inci-
dent referred to by Martha Kirby. could have been an act of war

1867

Removal of the Delawares 1o Oklahoma Territory.

I. G. Prau, the Government Indian Agent, transferred the tribe in 1867
to a new location in Indian Territory, and with a few exceptions, whers
there had been intermarriages with the whites, none of them remained
in Wyandotte county.

The Delawares had hved in Kansas thirty-seven years.*?

I'he principal men or ruling chiefs, among the Delawares during theix
stay in Kansas, as shown by their treaties with the government were;

Ah.lah-a.chick ot Jumes Connor

Capt. John Connor, head chief in 1860
Kork-Ke-to-wha, John Sarcoxie, Chief of the Turde band
Kock-kockquas, Capt, Ketchum

Na-Ko-mund, Capt. Anderson

Ne con-ne-con, Chief of the Wolf band
Ne-she-pa-na-cunin, Charles Journeycake
Andrew Miller

Pendoxey, George Bioliet

Quar-cor-now-ha, James Secondyne (Secondinc )
Rock-a-to-wha, Chief of the Turkey band
Henry Tiblow, the interpreter

Na-ko-mund had a village near Edwardsviile. o
Secondyne had a village at the Grinter ferry or Delaware Crossing.**

44, Harringion, p. 32.
45. Harrington, p. 32
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1869

United States Indian Agents for the Delaware tribe, 1825-1869.4%
1825 Richard Grabam—Agent
James Connor—Interpreter
1830 Ceo. Vashon—Agent
James Connor—laterpreter
J. Pool—Gunsiith
[832—Richard Cummins—Agent
James Connor—Interpreter
Baptiste Peoria—lInterpreter
. Pool—Gunsmith
B. Lawhead-—Blacksmith
1835 Richard Cummins——Agent
William Barnes—Miller
Henry Remick-—Teacher
1838-—Richard Cummins—Agsne
Henry Tiblow—Interpreter
1840 Richard Cummins—Agem
J. D. Blanchard—Teacher
Miss Sylvia Case—Teacher
[856—B. F. Robinson—Agem:
Isaac Mundy-—Blacksmith
Henry Tiblow—{nterpreter
£859—Thaemas B. Sykes—Agent
Henry Tiblow—Interpreter
Samuel Priestly—Blacksmith
William Corley—Miller
1865—Fielding Johnson—-Agent
William Bradshaw-—Miller & Sawyer
Robert Lundy—Measurer of Timber
Isaac Journeycake——lnterpreter
Thomas Williams—-Blacksmith
1869—John G. Prast—Agent
Isaac Journeycake——lnterprecer
Thomas Williams——Blacksmith
1. A. Menager—Clerk

IN CONCLUSION

Ii appears “Grinter Place” has much to offer in illustrating and com-
memataring the history of this community, the state and the government.

Seldom is there found in 2 single Jocarion, so many HISTORIC FIRSTS
as are recarded lere.,

This is a site and a building worthy of recognition and preservation

The Author
46. KHC, Vol 16, p. 723
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ADDENDUM TO
MOSES GRINTER HOUSE

1420 5. Seventy-eighth Street

Muncie
Wyandotte County
Kansas
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